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Link to UMM’s Mission and Strategic Priorities: 
The purpose of the sport management program is to provide students with an interdisciplinary, 
rigorous, liberal arts education, including courses primarily from SSA and MGMT. It prepares students 
to be global citizens who value intercultural competence by focusing on the universal language of 
sport and by including multicultural and international perspectives in numerous required courses. 
Students have the opportunity to pursue and value civic engagement and public outreach by engaging 
in service learning activities in courses. 
 
SSA is not a major, but 50% of the Sport Management major courses are SSA. The discipline reflects 
UMM’s priorities by providing a student-centered educational environment that engages and 
challenges students while preparing them for careers, advanced degrees, for flexibility in work world, 
for lifelong learning, and for citizenship in communities.  Graduates have entered many different fields 
within sport management.  We currently have graduates (from our Area of Concentration in Sport 
Management) working with the MN Vikings, the MN Timberwolves and the Alexandria Blue Anchors 
(minor league baseball team) as well as attending graduate school at universities including the 
University of MN and South Dakota State.  Graduates who have earned our coaching endorsement 
are also working with athletes across the state and beyond.  
  
Current Assessment: 
In helping students develop and maintain a healthy lifestyle, there are more than a dozen classes that 
enhance the student experience in general fitness, health or wellness. These classes serve over 200 
students a year. Classes include Fitness for Life, Societal Issues in Health and Wellness, skills 
courses, Taekwondo and R.A.D. (Rape Aggression Defense System) to name a few.  
 
Support for the Sport Management major includes eight classes from the SSA discipline, starting with 
our Introduction to Sport Management class.  SSA also has the following classes: Planning and 
Programming of Athletic Facilities, Sport Governance, and Organization and Administration of 
Athletics and Recreation as the 4xxx level classes required for graduation.  
 
The third area that SSA supports is the Coaching Endorsement. The goal of this area is to give our 
students the experience and knowledge needed to be successful coaches at the high school and 
junior high school levels.  UMM has requirements that exceed what the Minnesota State High School 
League requires for Varsity coaching certification.  Classes include one of the coaching classes (we 
offer seven), Human Anatomy, Exercise Physiology, Kinesiology, and Prevention and Care as well as 
a Coaching practicum (often done to help coach our youth sport teams at Morris Area High School). 
 
Previous year’s Coaching Endorsements below: 
2010: 10 
2011:  5 
2012:  6 
2013:  7 
2014:  2 
5-year average:   6 
 
A current assessment survey has been sent to the last two Intro to Sport Management classes and 
last year’s Sport Governance class.  No data has been compared for these as they are in their infancy 
but we will continue to send this out and assess after year three to see what trends there are. Survey 
questions are listed below: 
 
What is the overarching goal of the UMM Sport Management Program? 
What instructional and/or philosophical elements are consistently included in course goals, 
assignments and classroom activities? 
What are the major strengths of the class/es you have completed? 
What changes might help the program better achieve its goals? 
Why did you choose Sport Management as a Major? 
What are your future plans and how did the Sport Management major prepare you for them? 
 
In the spring/summer of 2014 a short survey was sent out to 82 Sport Studies and Athletics 
graduates- (questions below): 
 
Please tell us 
about your 
current 
employment: 
Since graduation, have 
you worked within the 
sport management 
profession? 
Do you plan on 
continuing to look for 
work or working within 
sport management? 
How would you describe 
the relationship between 
your major at Morris and 
your current employment? 
 
20 of the 23 respondents currently work in the Sport Management or a related field.  
19 of the 23 respondents plan on continuing to look for work within sport management field.  
16 of the 23 respondents describe the relationship between their major at Morris and their current 
employment as the same or related to their coursework.  
 
Graduates: 
SSA is not a major so there are no graduates. Below is a list of students that have graduated in SSA 
related fields. Prior to Sport Management becoming a major in 2011-12 data includes Area of 
Concentration in Sport Management, Athletic Training, WSS, Exercise Science, etc. 
 
Graduate (‘14): Assistant General Manager, Alexandria Blue Anchors 
Graduate (‘14): Assistant Director of Residential Living (College) 
Graduate (‘13): Women’s Basketball Graduate Assistant Coach (College) 
Graduate (‘13): Community Education Youth Coordinator 
Graduate (‘13): Personal Trainer, Life Time Fitness 
Graduate (‘12): Assistant Soccer Coach (College) 
Graduate (‘09): Assistant Women’s Basketball Coach (College) 
Graduate (‘07): National Media Manager, Sport Ngin 
Graduate (‘06): Sports Information and Compliance Coordinator (College) 
Graduate (‘05): Assistant Football Coach (College) 
Graduate (‘04): Team Operations Coordinator, Minnesota Vikings 
Graduate (‘03): Director of Business and Financial Operations, The Orr Law Firm 
Graduate (‘03): Director, Multicultural Student Service (College) 
Graduate (‘00): Director of College Scouting, New England Patriots 
Graduate (00): Senior Account Executive, Membership Service, Minnesota Timberwolves/Lynx 
Graduate: Youth and Family Coordinator, YMCA; and Assistant Girls Basketball Coach 
Graduate: Promoter/Manager at North Central Speedway, Brainerd 
Graduate: Customer Service/Baseball Coach, Saints Sports Academy 
 
How are students in your courses achieving specific learning outcomes and how does the 
program link to UMM mission and strategic priorities?   
SSA courses are linked to UMM Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs).  The table in Appendix A: Sport 
Studies and Athletics’ Link to UMM’s Student Learning Outcomes is sectioned into the three main 
areas SSA supports (Sport Management Major, Coaching Certification, General Fitness), identifies 
the SSA courses that address specific SLOs, and provides a description of how the SLOs are 
assessed. 
SSA courses reflect the mission and vision of UMM by providing a student-centered educational 
environment and engaging and challenging students in experiences that prepare them for careers and 
advanced degrees. SSA courses foster collaboration and a deep sense of community.  
 
Program Description 
 
CURRICULUM: 
What are your program’s purpose, structure and areas of focus? 
There are three distinctive parts of our SSA discipline. First, we promote general fitness and wellness 
in all of our classes. Topics for this goal include fitness, healthy eating and healthy lifestyle choices. 
Second, we contribute to the Sport Management major by providing approximately half of the required 
courses for the interdisciplinary major. Third, we provide the courses and support for students who 
receive the “varsity coaching requirements completed” addition to their transcript.   
 
How is the curriculum linked to general education requirements, service to other programs, or 
other activities on campus? 
SSA plays an important role in UMM's liberal arts mission by promoting hands-on learning 
opportunities within sport and helping students understand how they can benefit from involvement 
within Sport Studies and Athletics. Core courses in SSA build a foundation of knowledge and skills 
related to managing, planning, organizing, budgeting, leading, marketing, and evaluating within the 
context of an organization or department whose primary product or service is related to sport or 
physical activity.  SSA currently houses two Intellectual Community (IC) courses and also has eight 
courses that contribute to three different general education designators.  
 
What instructional/co-curricular activities occur outside the classroom and how are they 
important to students in your program? 
All of our students obtaining their coaching license must do a coaching practicum outside of the 
classroom that requires students to work with a youth team over the course of an entire season.  
Many of them choose to help out a local elementary, junior high or high schools and share their 
knowledge with those children.  We also incorporate service learning in two different courses, 
Organization and Administration of Athletics (youth soccer initiative) and Sport Industry Analysis (girls 
in sports day) that benefit local youth in the community. These are vital components to drawing 
connections from classroom materials learned over their four years here and actual fieldwork that will 
help them in the future.  
 
  
 
Appendix A: Sport Studies and Athletics’ Link to UMM’s Student Learning Outcomes 
 
Sport Management Major 
Goals Courses Activity/Assessment  
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving  
SLO-2d-1. Written 
Introduction to Sport 
Management 
 SLO-1b:  Class takes 3 exams during 
the course of the 7/12 weeks.   
SLO-2b:  Students participate in 2 
different activities where they are 
required to critically think about 
situations in Sport Management, 
SLO-2d-1:  There are 2 assignments 
involving the production of written 
papers. 
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
SLO-4a. Synthesis and 
advanced accomplishment 
across general and 
specialized studies, and 
through co- and extra-
curricular activities 
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2d-3: Oral 
Communication 
 
 
Sport Industry 
Analysis 
SLO-2b: Class participates in Service 
Learning project and is entirely in 
charge of all aspects of running the 
event (National Women’s and Girls in 
Sport Day). 
SLO-4a: In hosting this event they 
work on the marketing of the event, 
budgeting, ordering of t-shirts, 
scheduling, event day operations, etc. 
SLO-1b: Advance knowledge in 
marketing and sales theory. 
Demonstrated through exams and 
also through the service learning 
project at the end of the year.  
SLO-2d-3: The class creates their 
own Super Bowl ad in groups and 
presents it, they do a sales 
presentation as individuals.  They 
also do a sponsor solicitation 
presentation. 
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2d-2. Multi-media 
SLO-2d-3. Oral 
Communication 
SLO-2g. Collaboration 
Planning and 
Programming of 
Athletic Facilities 
SLO-1b:  Students take 3 exams over 
the course of the semester. 
SLO-2d-2:  Class completes several 
assignments using technological 
resources, including powerpoints 
SLO-2d-3:  Main assessment of class 
is a 20 oral presentation on the future 
of facility design at UMM 
SLO-2g:  Main assessment is 
collaborative effort by students.  
Generally groups are composed 3-4 
students 
SLO-2a. Inquiry and Analysis Organization and 
Administration of 
SLO-2a: Research and discuss why 
universities/ colleges may reclassify 
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
SLO-2d-3. Oral 
Communication 
 
Athletics and 
Recreation 
divisions. Also discuss pros and cons 
of NCAA athletes getting paid. 
SLO-2b: Present and discuss 
common scenarios/problems athletic 
directors encounter. Collaborate on 
programs for community education 
and recreation from start to finish. 
Analyze differences in D1 and D3 and 
how they communicate to fans. 
SLO-2d-3: Group presentations on 
professional sports jobs and 
responsibilities. As individuals they 
present on their dream job and what it 
would be after conducting an 
interview of someone in that field.  
SLO-2d-1: Written 
SLO-2d-3: Oral 
Communication 
Sport Governance: 
Legal and Ethical 
Issues 
SLO-2d-1: Students submit 6 papers 
on taking positions regarding various 
sports governance issues. 
SLO-2d-3: A capstone presentation is 
done on a topic selected and 
approved by instructor on items 
discussed in class.  
Coaching Certification 
Goals Courses Activity/Assessment  
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
SLO-2g. Collaboration 
Human Anatomy 
 
(goals and 
assessments the 
same for both) 
 
Exercise Physiology 
 
SLO-1b: Class takes 3-4 written 
examinations and multiple laboratory 
tests.  
SLO-2b: Discuss each body system 
and how they function individually and 
how they work together. 
SLO-2g: Work with lab partner in 
dissection of cadaver and other 
anatomical structures.  
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2d-1: Written 
SLO-2g. Collaboration 
Kinesiology SLO-1b: Students 
SLO-2-1: Class takes 2 exams during 
the course of the 7/12 weeks.   
SLO-2g: There is also 1 research 
assignment involving the students to 
work in a group to produce a written 
paper and a presentation. 
SLO-1b. In-depth study in a 
particular field: its schools of 
thought, advanced theories, 
language, and methods of 
inquiry 
SLO-2g: Collaboration·          
SLO-2d-1: Written           
Prevention and Care 
of Athletic Injuries 
SLO-1b: Students study mechanisms 
of injury and how to properly treat 
these injuries 
SLO-2d-1: Written 
Class takes 4 exams during the 
course of the 15 weeks.  
Class participates in 1 practical final 
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
 
examination. 
SLO-2g: Students work with partner in 
lab working on advancing practical 
skills.  
SLO-2b: Students will practice how to 
identify injury, severity of injury and 
best course of action in small time 
frame.  
SLO-2b. Critical thinking and 
problem-solving 
SLO-4c. Skills for sustained 
learning and personal 
development 
SLO-4b. Application of 
knowledge, skills, and 
responsibilities to new 
settings and progressively 
more complex problems  
 
Coaching Practicum SLO-2b: Students get real world 
application and have to make 
decisions that affect players and the 
outcome of the competition.  Multiple 
decisions are made per event/game. 
SLO-4c: Students must communicate, 
learn from decisions made and their 
consequences and improve for the 
future. 
SLO-4b: Must work with the changing 
dynamic of teams and individuals in 
sports.  Must learn to adapt and 
change to be successful versus 
multiple teams and varying strategies. 
General fitness 
Goals Courses Activity/Assessment  
SLO-1c. Engagement with 
big questions, both 
contemporary and enduring 
SLO-4c. Skills for sustained 
learning and personal 
development 
Fitness for life SLO-1c:  Discussion of schools and 
meals offered for school lunch and 
who should decide what is being 
served- government? Local officials? 
Parents? 
SLO-4c: Established positive lifestyle 
habits in regards to fitness and 
nutrition.  
SLO-4c. Skills for sustained 
learning and personal 
development 
Strength Training SLO-4c: Personal development 
through a healthy lifestyle through 
strength training.  Promoting a healthy 
lifestyle through strength training 
safely. 
SLO-1c. Engagement with 
big questions, both 
contemporary and enduring 
SLO-4c. Skills for sustained 
learning and personal 
development 
 
Societal Issues in 
Health and Wellness 
SLO-1c: Discussion of health and 
wellness in current society. Asking 
questions like: What does the 
government do? What do employers 
do? How is wellness taught in 
education system?  
SLO-4c: Students learn to apply 
information in course to personal 
growth and healthy lifestyle. 
SLO-1c. Engagement with 
big questions, both 
contemporary and enduring 
SLO-4c. Skills for sustained 
learning and personal 
development 
 
R.A.D. SLO-1c: Discussion of how society 
views women and the widespread 
occurrence of violence against 
women, and how race, age or 
socioeconomic status does not limit 
such violence. 
SLO-4c: Students will gain a sense of 
empowerment through the 
identification of their personal 
strengths regarding safety and self-
defense 
 
 
 
 
 
